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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A SERMON. 


1 Peter, v. 6 7. 


‘Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt 


you in due time; casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” 


Tue Apostle had been exhorting the elder and the younger clergy, 
the furmer to feed the flock of God, remembering their responsibili- 
ty as chu f pastors, the latter also to feed the flock, but in their ap- 
propriate sphere, not forgetting the reverence and obedience due to 
the elders. He naturally proceeds to speak of humility as a duty, 
which becomes men in their mutual intercourse, but more especial- 
lyin their relation to the Almighty. In bis view, it is not merely 
ornamental, but indispensable to the Christian character, a garment 
with which the Lord would have his people clothed, for he resisteth 
the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. How reasonable that 
the creature should be humble before his Creator, that the sinful 
creature should realize the divine excellence, and his own unwor- 
thiness! But especially does this obligation press itself upon our 
attention, at those seasons, when by dispensations of providence, or 
the operations of grace upon the heart, we are reminded of our sins, 
and liability to sin, and of the sovereign power of God over our 
lives and healths and fortunes, and everlasting destination. It is 
when “the mighty hand of God” is lifted up to rebuke, to warn, 
orto punish, that they who have the least spark of piety, humble 
themselves before God in weeping, fisting and prayer. Incorrigi- 
ble indeed do they seem, who, at such a time, doubt the moral gov- 
ernment of God, or proudly refuse to submit to it, refuse to inquire, 
what wilt thou have me to do, and to enter the path of penitence 
and reformation. For such persons, there is no promise, no hope 
of peace here, and of salvation hereafter. But thus saith the 
high and lofty one: “I dwell with him that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones; for I will not contend forever, neither 
willl be always wroth. I have seen his ways, and will heal bim; 
1 will lead him also, and restore comforts unto him, and to his 
mourners.” 
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The answer to prayer and huwiliation may be delayed, but there 
will be no disappointment; God wil fulfill his promise to exalt the 
humble in due time, his own good time. “ Tarry thou the Lord’s 
leisure.” Let not hope deferred make the heart sick, but continue 
in faith and patience, “casting all your care upon God, for he 
careth for you.” Men are to trust implicitly in the goodness and 
truth of their heavenly father, and yet to use all the means of sate. 
ty, deliverance and consolation, which sound reason recowmends, 
for it is not without but with instruments, that he effects his purpo- 
ses of wisdom and beneficence. We are to do our part, in depen- 
dance on the overruling providence and grace of God, and such js 
the counsel now before us. While we are told to cast all our care 
upou God, we are also told to “be sober, be vigilant.” 

Having sufficiently expounded our text, we shall now briefly en- 
force its prominent lesson, ‘ casting all your care upon him, for he 
careth for you.” We are told on the highest authority, and who 
of us does not know it by experience, that “man is born unto 
trouble.” tis as inseparable from him as it is from the nature of 
the sparks to fly upward. Itis associated with his recollections, 
mingled with his enjoyments, and concealed under his brightest 
prospects. It commences with him the journey of life, and travels 
on, nor quits him when he dies, unless indeed he die a Christian. 
It cannot be avoided, but the word of God, and experience, tell us 
it can be alleviated. But how? This is the question: this the 
pruposition which we shall now briefly consider. 

Tw plunge into business and amusement, is often recommended 
as a remedy for an aching and fearful heart. But this is no remedy. 
It produces merely a short oblivion. The hour of reflection must 
come, and the emotions which had been suspended for a time, will 
come with it. This is the most that it can do. It is at best an 
Opiate, which mitigates the disease for an hour, and afterwards, by 
weaketing the system, renders its return more dangerous and dis- 
tressing. But even this temporary alleviation is much interrupted, 
for in the midst of festivity, some little incident will often turn the 
mind to those sorrows which it had seemed to escape. This me- 
thed of relief, moreover, does violence to reason and conscience, 
and he who has resorted to it will often feel himself reproached 
with having acted an unnatural part, and resisted the discipline 
which God had appointed fur his religious improvement. But if 
the day of remorse, should never meet him in this world, it will as- 
suredly arrive hereafter. Atthat day what wilt thou say to God, if 
thou hast not humbled thyself under his mighty hand, but when be 
called thee to serious reflection didst turn thy ear to the calls of a vain 
perishing world, of ambition, und avarice, and pleasure? A fortitude 
founded on the reflection that evils are inevitable, is often recom- 
mended. Now this is an attempt to render the heart insensible, and 
is just as likely to succeed as the attempt to render the body in- 
seusible to pain. The principles of his constitution cannot be 
changed by any efforts of man, for if they could, then man would 
be stronger than his maker. It is true, that, in ancient times, there 
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was a sect of philosophers, who professed to make man superior to 
misfortune. But the most they did was to cover their wounds, and 
put on a smiling countenance while the heart was smarting and 
festering. They were often seen cheerful abroad, and dejected at 
home, fortheir great object was to procure the admiration of the 
world, and to have it said that their philosophy had triumphed over 
nature. In modern times, some have cultivated the same stvicism, 
with the same success, have appeared happy, while they were really 
miserable; and thus, by their own folly, cut themselves off from the 
sympathy of their fellow men. They have gained applause, but 
applause cannot mitigate affliction, and in the hour of death, and 
in the eternal world what will become of those who had always 
“loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.” If the 
attempt to harden the heart could succeed, it is evidently a remedy 
applicable only to the reflecting class. If it should be valuable to a 
few persons it could never be used, by the generality of mankind. 
The common sense of the multitude would not be satisfied with 
this palliative, but naturally reply, when told not to murmer at mis- 
fortunes which were inevitable: that is the very reason, | complain, 
because I cannot remove them. 

But this remedy would be a dangerous one, if it could be univer- 
sally applied. What would be the effect of producing in a com- 
munity a general insensibility? What would be the effect on indi- 
vidual happiness to harden the heart! Who would be willing to 
cure his sorrows, at the expense of losing his sensibility, for it will 
be remembered, if the heart is rendered unsusceptible of pain, it 
must at the same time be deprived of those finer feelings which are 
the ornament of human nature, which distinguish civilized man 
from the savage, and indeed from the lower order of creatures. 
More, these are the feelings which assimilate human nature to the 
angels, who, we are told share in the joys of their brethren on earth; 
and these are the feelings, I speak it with reverence, which draw 
man a little nearer to the excellence of his maker; who, like as a 
father, pitieth his own children, and whose tender mercy is over all 
his works. Philosophical fortitude, then, is a remedy applicable 
only to a few men of reflection, and when it best succeeds induces 
an insensibility to the enjoyments of life, particularly those of sym- 
pathy, like one of those medicines, which, in curing a disease, 
ruins the whole constitution. 

There is another remedy, far more valuable indeed than those 
which have been mentioned, I mean friendship, but even this is in 
general ineffectual. Our friends are imperfect beings, subject to 
coldness and change. They too often fail us in the day of trouble, 
and even if they are not false, their sympathy is asleep. Perhaps 
they think that we merit their indifference, or that we really do not 
value their esteem. But if we have the rare blessing of the firmest 
and most devoted friends, they are not always near us, and the 
sorrow may come, when they are far away. These friends are 
mortal, and their death may be the very sorrow under which we 
are seeking comfort. Even if they survive us, and their affections 
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attend our whole life, from youth to the grave, there is an hoy, 
when we must leave them, and when the soul walks througi: tie 
valley of the shahow of death, and enters the vast field of eternity : 
on whom shall she rest, to whom shal she look for direction . 4 
consolation? If it were possible entirely to divert our thougnis 
from cares and sorrows, to become perfect stoics, and to tind com- 
plete happiness in the bosom of friendship; these consulations and 
supports must end with the life that now is, and beyond nt, through 
the everlasting ages, what shall we do, if we do not cast our caye 
upon God? In the anxieties which that period of our existence so 
naturally excite, there can be but one comforter, even thee O Lord 
our God. ‘* Yea though | walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me, thy rod and thy 
staff comfort me.” ‘“ Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, wnd 
afterward receive me to glory. Whom have | in heaven but thee? 
And there is none upon earth that I desire in comparison of thee. 
My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the strength of my heart, 
and my portion forever.” 

I come now as was proposed, to show, in the second place, that 
religion supplies an effectual remedy for the sorrows of life. And 
here 1 18 obvious to remark that religion does not require us to 
nurse our sorrow, by neglecting the business and the innocent plea- 
sures of lite, on the contrary, it presents to our imitation the example 
of David, who in his greatest affliction exclaims, “ wherefore 
should I fast, can I bring him-back again;” and soon returned to 
the avocations of his station. Indeed, it expressly forbids the in- 
dulgence of this anxiety. Take no thought for, that is, “be not 
auxiously cureful about, the morrow; for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself; sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.” ‘ Be careful for nothing; butin every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 
unto God.” 

Neither does religion forbid us to cultivate that fortitude, which 
becomes our rational nature; or to decline the consolations of 
friendship, for we find the blessed Jesus himself, our exemplar, had 
his intimate and bosom friend. But all these consolations are only 
valuable in subservience to higher principles. The religion of 
Christ supplies the proper remedy for the sorrows of life, and it 
must be the best remedy, for it comes recommended by God, who ts 
intimately acquainted with the necessities of man, and feels for 
him a sympathy of the most lively character. It comes recommend- 
ed by that great being, who controls all the events of this world, 
and who, therefore, can give to the means of relief, suggested by 
himself, immediate and powerful efficacy. 

It is a rernedy which may be applied alike at home and abroad, in 
solitude and in company, for the spirit of God is every where pre- 
sent; and the hope of the Gospel may be a companion in every 
place, at all hours, in every variety of intercourse and employment, 
It is a simple remedy understood alike by the youthful, and the 
mature mind—by the illiterate, and the learned; and, therefore 
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applicable to “all sorts and conditions of men.” It upplies also 
to every description of distress. In pain of body, it turns the 
thoughts from suffering to its cause sinfulness ; and in the place 
of complaint, excites a godly contrition. It calls us to consider 
the agonies of the cross, endured by him who was without sin, for 
our sakes, as the expiation of ovr transgressions, endured with 
meekuess and resignation. It moderates attachiaent to this region 
of suffering; and strengthens the desire for that heaven, where 
there is perpetual health. 

In distress of mind, it excites the same consciousness of sin, the 
oceasion of all our sufferings, the same alienation from this world, 
and desire of the heavenly inheritance. It animaies us by the 
example of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of all the saints who were 
purified and brightened in the furnace of affliction. Li reproves 
our despondency in the most affecting manner: ‘“ Whiy art thou 
cast down, O my soul; and why art thou disquieted within me, 
Hope thou in God ;” and it awakens a gratitude and joy which 
pass all understanding: ‘“ Be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven 
thee.” As if, whatever evil may happen te thee, it is not to be 
compared with that which thou hast escaped, if indeed thy sins be 
forgiven. Whatever happens to thee, cun only affect the present 
short life, if indeed thy sins are forgive ”. The sorrows of this pre- 
sent time are not worthy to be compared with the joys set before 
thee. Think more of these, and less of those. This is the lan- 
guage of our holy religion ; and who has not been cheered by such 
recollections and prospects. Listen, oh listen to her auinating 
voice: * Be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thre.” 

In that distress which proceeds from consciousness of sin, and 
consequent apprehension of the divine judgments, no consolations 
but those of religion are at all applicable, for it is she alone who 
informs man of the method of salvation, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ; and of the means by which he mav procure pardon for the 
past, and grace to guide and assist him in future. 

The consolations of religion are of two kinds, administered 
either by the gword, or the Spirit of God. The word of God con- 
tains promises of pardon, of divine comfort, of unmingled and 
everlasting happiness in heaven ; and the Christian who carries 


these promises in his heart, will find them a perennial spring of 


consolation. But the things which are seen and temporal, have 
ofien a commanding influence; and in these which are unseen and 
eternal, the faith of the best men is too weak. It is the office of 
the Holy Spirit to weaken the worldly principle in our minds, to 
strengthen faith in the promises of God, and in every way, by his 
secret and powerful influence, to bring home to the heart sure and 
abundant consolation, 

The text, it appears, has special reference to that solicitude so 
natural to the believer, which respected the Church of God. It is 
the ministers of the Lord in particular, whom St. Paul addresses. 
He had exhorted them to “ feed the flock of God ;” and as they 
might expect to experience much anxiety in the discharge of ther 
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duty, he directs them to God, able and willing and pledged to sup. 
port and comfort them, “casting all your care upon him, for he 
eareth for you.” He careth for all Christians; but he has given to 
his ministers a very special promise for thew encouragement: “ G5 
ye into all the world aud preach the Gospel to every creature ; and 
lo, Lam with you alway, even to the end of the world.” 

My Brethren: To have various and numerous cares, is the lot 
of our nature. We have, in this world, cares respecting health, 
the improvement of the mind, the preservation or the attainment of 
worldly possessions, (or at least of a decent competence.) and 
finally, respecting salvation. We have cares for others, our own 
family; friends and their families; country, as to physical, poli- 
tical and moral evils which press on it, or threaten it; cares also 
as to the Church. Cast them all upon God ; it is the advice of ay 
inspired Apostle, cast them upon God, for he careth for you. He 
is able to comfort you, for it was be who made you, who preserves 
you, who redeemed you, who will be your eternal Judge. He is 
willing to comfort you, for like a father he pitieth his own children, 
Blessed assurance, he careth for you. His attributes, and his »cts 
testify, that he cares for his creatures. Every recollection of life, 
the blessings of a rational nature, and above all, the mercy of 
redemption testify, that he cares for man. Art thou a Christian? 
Thou mayest rest not merely on his mercy, but on his veracity, 
He has promised to take care of thee: “ He is not a man, that he 
should deceive.” 

Yes, he careth for bis Church, for his ministers, for all his people, 
without distinction of age or sex or rank. Has he not promised 
them his abiding favour in life, in death, in eternity? And he will, 
I know and am persuaded, order their interests, temporal and spirit- 
ual, in wisdom and in mercy, if they are faithful unto death, cherish- 
ing anxiously and constantly repentance towards God, faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that holiness, without which no man shall 
see the Lord. ‘Cast thy burden upon the Lord, he will sustain thee, 
he will never suffer the righteous to be moved.” ‘The righteous 
live forevermore, their reward also is with the Lord, and the care of 
them is with the most high. He that spared not his own son but 
gave him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give 
us all things.” 

— ———— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED BRIEFLY EXPLAINED AND PRACTICALL) 
CONSIDERED. 


(Continued from page 326.) 


The seventh article of the creed is “from thence he shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead.” In the preceding article, our 
Lord is seen at the right hand of God. There, he took his seat 
immediately after his ascension, and ¢here he is to be, until the con- 
summation of all things on the earth. When the destiny of mankind 
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is sented for eternity, intercession will be of no use, and the office of 
intercessor will cease of course. He once left heaven on the errand 
of mercy. Heis again to leave it on the errand of justice. He came 
to opra the prison door of the condemned among men, to purchase 
crave to help them, and to point out the path to heaven. Le will 
come to enquire whether his ransom and grace have been accepted, 
and his lessons been followed. He came to warn of hell, and to 
offer heaven. He comes again to condemn the obstinate, and to 
conduct to glory the penitent believers. ‘The offices of priest and 
rophet, that is, of redeemer, instructor and intercessor, will then have 
heen fulfilled, but the office of king is everlasting, and he is now to 
enter on that branch of it, the judging of all men. They who are in 
the grave shall hear the voice of the Son of God and come forth, 
They who are alive will also be gathered in his presence. Al! man- 
kind are before him as one mass. But the indiscrimination is only for 
a moment. He who knows all things from the beginning, and can 
penetrate the thoughts and intents of the heart, at a glance decides 
ther everlasting separation. Conscience, the circumstance that 
the dead in Christ rise first, or perhaps his mere look assigns to 
each one his proper place. For the satisfaction of all his creatures, 
not of men only, but of angels also, he makes known the reasons of 
the division. They on the right hand have their sins forgiven for 
they loved much. The love of God and the love of man, (for 
these are not to be separated,) genuine charity predominated in their 
hearts. Charity covereth a multitude of sins. ‘Their divine Lord 
owns and blesses them as his people, because they loved him with 
all their heart, and soul, and mind, and strength, and manifested 
their love not only by deeds of piety, but of beneficence to the 
least of the brethren, for their common master’s sake. They on 
the left hand overlooked alike the claims of their God, and of their 
brother men. They are condemned because they had not that “love 
which is the fulfilling of the law,” because their hearts and lives 
were never under the influence of that principle which governs the 
believers, viz., the love of Christ. ‘This love constrains the one but 
it does not constrain the other. 

The manner of our Lord’s coming will correspond with the au- 
gust commission with which he is charged, “ Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates, even lift them up ye everlasting doors, and the king of 
glory shall come in.” When he came to redeem, he chose to ap- 
pear a poor feeble babe, in a manger. ‘Those were the days of his 
humiliation. But now are the days of his triumph and exaltation. 
\s he ascended to heaven, presenting the sublime spectacle of a 
seli-moving deity, in like manner shall he come again. ‘ Behold 
he cometh with clouds,” that is, with the host of heaven by their 
humber darkening the very atmosphere, “‘and every eye shall see 
him, (not a few only as when he ascended,) and they also which 
pierced him, and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of 
him,” that is because of that sentence against their evil deeds 
which he is about to execute. He will come “in his kingdom,” 
that is, with the majesty and retinue of a king, “inthe glory of 
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his father, with mighty angels.” As on the day of creation, when 
the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted 
for joy, so now “the Lord shall descend with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the tramp of Ged.” 

Chere is a circumstance connected with our parrative, which 
must not be overlooked. “Jesus said unto the apostles, when the 
Son of man shall sit on the throne of his glory. ye also shall sy 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” The Jews 
had calummniated aud persecuted them even unto death, and perhaps 
the unrivalled distinction just named was intended to make these 
persecutors most impressively sensible that the twelve were indeed 
the excellent of the earth, and also to assure Christians of all aves, 
that they who suffer for Christ’s sake will be signally honoured and 
blessed hereafter. ‘This cannot be an immaterial circumstance 
although the reasons of it may not be made known. It seems al- 
luded to in Revelations: “I saw thrones and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them.” There is another circumstance, 
At or about the time of the judgment, the bodies of the living shall 
be changed. St. Paul says, “we shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed.” The dead shall be raised with incorruptible 
bodies, and the living shall change their mortal bodies for the like 
superior ones, adapted to the new state of being on which they are 
about to enter. With respect to the saints, and it is undoubtedly 
mentioned as a motive to be such, we read, “the Saviour,” whom 
we look for from heaven, “‘shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto his glorious body.” 

It is uot only our Lord and his apostles who have announced the 
judgment to come. It is a principle as of the doctrine of Christ, 
so alsu of the doctrive of the patriarchs and prophets. It was 
made known to the first family of the human race. Unto Cain the 
Lord said: “If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? aud if 
thou doest not well, sin, that is, the punishment of sin, lieth at the 
door.” ‘he passage is thus interpreted in the Targum: “If thou 
makest not thy works good in this world, thy sin is kept unto the 
day of the great judsment.” The judgment consequent on the 
resurrection is impliedly announced by the prophet Daniel, ‘ many 
of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and sowe to shame and everlasting contempt.” 

The old Prophets not only announce the event, but the person 
who is to be the judge, and several of the attendant circumstances. 
‘* Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied saying, behold the 
Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to execute judgment 
upon all.” “IT saw,” says Daniel, “and behold one like the son o! 
manu came with the clouds of heaven, and there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kiugdom, that all people, nations and 
languages should serve him.” 

Divine truths are communicated us by revelation, so also, by the 
medium of conscience and nature, of conscience, for says the apostle, 
“these having not the law are a law unto themselves, which show 
the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience alse 
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bearing witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing, or else 
excusing one another ;” and of nature, for says the same apostle, 
“the invisible things of God from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead.”” Now by these ministeries, and not by 
the bible only, is the certainty of the judgment declared. “ There 
js in the soul of every man, (remarks Pearson) a conscience, and 
wheresoever it is, it giveth testimony to this truth, that we are to give 
an account of our actions, and that a judgment hereafter is to pass 
upon us. ‘The antecedent or directive conscience tells us what we 
are todo; and the subsequent or reflexive conscience warns us what 
we are to receive. Looking back upon the actions we have done, 
it either approves or condemns them; and if it did no more, it 
would only prove that there is a judgment in this life, and every 
man hisown judge. But since it doth not only allow and approve 
our good actions, but also doth create a complacency, apology, and 
confidence in us; since it doth not only disprove and condemn our 
evil actions, but doth also constantly accuse us, and breed a fearful 
expectation and terror in us; and all this prescinding from all rela- 
tion to any thing either to be enjoyed or suffered in this life; it fol- 
loweth that this conscience is not so much a judge as a witness, 
bound over to give testimony for or against us, at some judgment 
after this life to pass upon us.” 

The expectation of a future judgment is also reasonably grounded 
on our observation of the advantages of the wicked, and the suffer- 
ings of the best men, in the life that now is. Justice seems an at- 
tribute inseparable from the Deity, for he can have no motive to be 
unjust, and his goodness of which there are so many evidences 
forbids us to doubt his justice. How then do we explain these 
facts; I here use the words of another: ‘‘the conspicuous pros- 
perity of the wicked, and apparent miseries of the righteous; the 
frequent persecution of virtue, and eminent rewards of vice; the 
sweet and quiet departures often attending upon the most dissolute 
and horrid tortures putting a period to the most religious lives:/”” Do 
not these things show that the divine justice with respect to men, is 
not vindicated on the earth? May we not reasonably expect that 
it will be vindicated in God’s own good time, that judgment is only 
postponed? ‘Since the rewards and punishments of this life are 
no way answerable to so exact a justice as that which is divine 
must be: it follows that there is a judgment yet fo come, in which 
God will show a perfect demonstration of his justice.” Whether 
it be by reasoning like this, or by the suggestions of conscience, or 
by the traditional revelation, traces of which are found in all times 
and countries, the looking for a future judgment has been very 
general if not universal among men. When St. Paui declared the 
ressurrection of the dead, some of the Athenians mocked, but as it 
has been well noticed, against the judgment declared at the same 
time, they said nothing. It seems, therefore, that they received 
that.doctrine, or at least it was not new tothem. It is a great truth 
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which has survived the dispersion of mankind, which the heat}... 
have retained, while they have lost so many other truths of (iy 
original revelation. 

Having thus briefly set forth the design, and the attending 
cumstances of our Lord’s second coming, aud the various evides.. 
of the certainty of a judgment after death, it is vatural to ings », 
why this judgment isto be general? Why isit trat all nations are to 
be gathered together, and at the same time appear before the jw, 
ment seat? It seems necessary to an exact justice, that men \s 10 
have been partners in crime should be associated tm the jasicial \. 
vestigation of their offences. But a more satisfactory reason i: 
opportunity which a geveral judgment affords for justifying belore 
angels and men the ways of God in relation to them. While in 
the flesh, were you perplexed ian noticiug the adversities of the 
righteous, and the triumphs of the ungodly? At the judgment yoa 
will be a witness, that the pleasures of sin are but for a season; 
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory imparted to those who have patiently coutinv- 
ed in well doing. There all secrets will be disclosed, and you wil 
be made sensible that man judgeth according to the appearance, 
but God judgeth righteous judgment; that some righteous suffer ts, 
as you deemed them, were hypocrites; that in some very dark 
characters there were bright spots, on account of which a diserim- 
nating providence favoured them; that the calamities of good men 
were in fact blessings in disguise being the discipline by which tiey 
have been made meet for heaven, and that the mercies bestow: d on 
the wicked were not rewards but means used for moving their sea- 
sibilities, cords of love by which God would draw them to repev- 
tance. Now it is obvious to remark, that all these lessons on the 
wisdom and goodness and justice of God, by which the pious ad- 
miration and gratitude of all creatures, angels and men, are et- 
kindled are impressively taught, (and we see not how otherwise 
they should be so impressed,) by the arrangement of a general (rial, 
on the same day, each man being present when all other men are 
judicially examined. 

Another inquiry connected with our subject, is, why the office o! 
judge was assigned to the Son of God? He is a divine person, and 
therefore his right to judge is beyond all question, and who so capa- 
ble, as he who of course knows, (and indeed gave us proof, while 
he was on earth, that he knew,) what is in the mind and heart, the 
very thoughts and intents of man. But this reasoning would 
apply to either person of the holy Trinity, and therefore we have 
to add, that the Son of God was eminently qualified to be the 
judge, because he was also son of man. He in a peculiar manne! 
knoweth our frame. He especially will remember that we are but 
dust. He can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, for b« 
has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows. We may be sure 
therefore, that every proper allowance will be made for human 
frailty, that if justice be not relaxed, neither will it be severe, that 
the voice of merey will be heard and duly answered, that at this 
tribunal emphatically, “ mercy and truth will meet together.” 
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To do honour to the human nature of the Son of God, to make 
his exaltation still more illustrious than his humiliation had been 
jeyrading, is a reason expressly assigned in Se ripture for the events 
of the last day. “ He hutnbled himself aud became obedient unto 
de “ even the death of the.cross, wherefore God also hath highly 
ex ited him, and given him a name which is above every name, 
thac at the name of Jesus every knee should bow.” “ The Father 
hat) committed all judgment to the Son, that all men should honour 
the Son, even as they honour the Father.” Ww hat a gloriqus day 
fur him who had been despised and scoffed at! “ Here (says the 
eloquent Pearson,) appeared his majesty, by sitting on the throne; 
his cuthority by convening all before him; his knowledge and wisdom, 
by opening all secrets, revealing all actions, discerning all inclina- 
tious; bis justice, in condemning sinners; ‘his mercy, in absolving 
bevers; his power, in his execution of the sentence.” When he 
sto cl before the tribunal of Pilate, and was condemued to death, it 
was natural that he should callto mind the day when his persecutors 
siould stand before Ais tribunal, and he would have to condemn 
th «a, unless they repented, and so we find, he reminded them that 
however humbled now, the day of hist: ‘iumph was certain: “I say 
uit» vou hereatter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right 
hid of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.”’ It is then 
that this prophecy will be fulfilled : “* Behold he cometh with clouds, 
- they alsg which pierced him, shall wail because of him.’ 

iv bretheth, have we been considering a subject in which you 
and " have no other concern than that of curiosity, or, is it one in 
wich all present and all their friends without distinction are deep- 
ly,everlastingly interested? Is it so that we are to behold his glory, 
when he cometh with the holy angels, and the saints on earth lilting 
up their heads because their redemption draweth nigh, that we are 
to hear the shout of heaven, the voice of the archangel, the trump 
of God, and the wailing, and the ery to the mountains and rocks, 
“fall on us, and hide us from the wrath of the Lamb?” Is it so, 
when the judgment is set and the books are opened, the counsels of 
our hearts will be made manifesi, and our hidden deeds brought to 
light, that our whole life is to be scrutinized! And shall not the 
prospect stir us up, to abhor that which ts evil, to cleave to that 
which is good, to renounce the devil, this wicked world and all the 
sinful lusts of the flesh, to live soberly, righteously and godly, and 
above all to flee, (not merely to lengthen a life that must end, but) 
to save the never dying soul,) to our Zoar, our city of refuge, even 
Jesus Christ, for “there is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved.” 

The plea of innocence no man can make. What plea then can 
avail us, but God’s own promise, “ whosoever believeth in Jesus 
shall not. perish but have everlasting life.” If we have no such 
faith, our hearts will condemn us, and God who is greater than our 
hearts and knoweth all things must condemn us. If you have faith, 
which worketh by love and is inseparable from endeavours to serve 
God and do good to men, then you shall not come into condemna- 
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tion, but will pass from death unto life. Fear not ye humble, peniteny, 
believing, heavenly minded souls, although conscious of muny trans. 
gressions and omissions, and much in ‘dwelling sin, it is your fa. 
ther’s good pleasure | to give you the kingdom, and ye shall hear the 
welcome sentence: ‘come ye blessed of my father, inherit the king. 
dom prepared for you.” ‘Behold my mother and my brethren, for 
whosvever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, aud 
my sister and mother.” 

I shall conclude with the consoling well founded remarks oj 
Bishop Pearson: ** We must confess that we have all sinned, and 
that there is not any sin which we have committed, but deserves the 
sentence of death; we must acknowledge that the best of our ac. 
tions bear no proportion to eternity, and can challenge no degree o| 
that weight of glory; and therefore in a judgment, - as such, there 
can be nothing but a fearful expectation of eternal misery, and an 
absolute despair of everlasting happiness. It is necessary therefore 
that we should believe, that CArist shall sit upon the throne, that 
our Redeemer shall be our judge, that we shall receive our sen- 
tence nut according to the rigour of the law, but the mildness and 
mercies of the gospel; and then we may look upon not only the 
precept» bui also the promises of God; whatsoever sentence in the 
sacred Scripture speaketh any thing of hope, whatsoever text ad- 
ministereth any comfort, whatsoever argument drawn from theuce 
can breed in us any assurance, we may confidently guake use of 
them all in reference to the judgment to come: Ledealil by that gos- 
pel which contains them all, we shall be judged. If we consider 
whose gospel it is, and who shall judge us by it, ‘* we are members 
of his body, of huis flesh, and of his bones;” “for which cause he 
is not ashamed to call us brethren.” As one of our brethren, he 
hath redeemed us, hath laid down his life as a ransom for us. He 
is our high-priest who made an atonement for our sins, “ a merciful 
and faithful high-priest, in all things being made like unto his 
brethren. He which is judge, is also our advocate ; and who shall 
condemn us, if he shall pass the sentence upon us, who maketh 
intercession for us? Well therefore may “we have bojdness and 
acerss with confidence by the faith of him” unte the throne of that 
judge, who is our redeemer, who is our high-priest, who is our ad- 
vocate, who will not by his word at the last day condemn us, be- 
cause he hath already in the same word absolved us, saying, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my word and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall no! 
come into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life.” 


(To be continued.) 
Oe 
SABBATH. 


This title was not given to the Christian’s day of rest in the 
Apostles’ times, for in St. Matthew, xxviii. 1., “in the end of the 
Sabbath, as it began to dawn towards the first day of the week," 
&c. Suppose you strike out the words “first day,” and inser 
** Sabbath,” how will it read ?—Auburn Gos. Mess. 
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THE GOSPBL MESSENGER, 
TERTULLIAN. 


Translated from the French of Scuoett.* 


The first writer of the Latin Church, (in the third century,) is 
Septimius Florens Tertullianus, a native of Carthage. His father 
held the rank of centurian. The years of his birth and decease, 
are not known to us; it appears probable that he died in 220. We 
are ignorant also at what period of his life he was converted to 
Christianity, for he says himself that he was at first u pagan, and 
that his morals were corrupt; a confession, which, perhaps, ought 
not to be taken in all its rigour from a man, who professed princi- 
ples of morals so severe as those of Tertullian. It is probable that 
before his conversion he taught rhetoric, and exercised the profes- 
sion of an advocate; all his works, at least, show a great know- 
ledge of law. After having embraced the Christian religion, Ter- 
tullian was employed as a priest at Carthage or acccording to the 
common opinion at Rome; but he soon separated from the Catholic 
Church, and fell into the errors of the Montanists, who exaggerat- 
ing the Christian purity, regarded as a sin every participation in the 
pleasures of the world, all communication with idolators and even 
the study of the sciences of that age. St. Jerome says, that the 
envy aud calumnies of the Roman clergy against Tertullian, made 
him fall into the errors with which he is reproached. Some authors 
have concluded from these expressions, but without sufficient cause, 
that he was attached to the Church of Rome and expelled by the 
intolerance of his brethren. 

However this may be, we must carefully distingnish the works, 
which Tertullian composed before his separation from the Catholic 
Church, from those which he published, when he was ranked 
among the adherents of Montanus. ‘The former are four in num- 
ber; his Apologeticus, and those w hich treat of baptism, of penitence, 
and of prayer. The last is regarded as his first production. Some 
authors have added the work in two books addressed to his wife, 
and in which he prescribes the course of conduct which she ought 
to follow in the state of widowhood. In it he magnifies the advan- 
tages of virginity and widowhood, and condemns second marriages, 
not as absolutely to be prohibited, but as contrary to Christian 
purity. Most critics think, that this work was composed by Ter- 
tullian in an advanced age, but whether it was the work of Tertul- 
lian the Catholic, or Tertullian the Montanist, it seems to prove 
that this father lived with his wife after having entered the priest- 
hood. 

The works which Tertullian composed after having quitted the 
Catholic Church, are of four classes; apologies for Christianity 
against the pagans, treatises on ecclesiastical discipline, and two 
kinds of polemic works; one directed against heretics, the other 


* Histoire Abrégée de la Littérature Romaine, par F Schoell, conseiller de cour de 
&. M. e Roi de Prusse, &c. Paris, 1815. 4 tomes, 8vo, tom. 1. p. 15 seq. 
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against the Catholics. These last, to the number of four are entitled, 
De pudicitia, De fuga in persecutione, De jejunio, De monogania 
In them Tertullian paints impurity as a sin equally grave, wit), 
idolatry, and declares, that no priest can give absolution for it; he 
puts second marriages in the same class with adultery, and attacks 
the mauner of fasting of the Catholics, which in his severity, h¢ 
declares to be nearly equivalent with lasciviousnes. 

His Apologeticus adversus gentis, published in 198 or 199 is re. 
garded as his chief work. It is addressed to the governors of the 
provinces in the empire. In it Tertullian refutes the calumnies, 
which had been spread abroad against the Christians, and proves 
that they are faithful and submissive subjects. It is the best work 
which in the first ages was written in favour of Christianity, We 
find in it a great number of curious historical passages, relating to 
the ceremonies of the Church for example, a description of the 
agape. ‘Tertullian republished this work under the title, Ad ne. 
tiones, Libri ll. In this second work we find more method but leg 
fire than in the first. 

The whole of Tertullian’s writings amount to thirty one, without 
reckoning some pieces in verse, which probably are wrongly attri- 
buted to him. They all discover an ardent and passionate soul, a 
brilliant imagination, an inexhaustible spirit ; to which is joined 
immense erudition, acquired by the aid of an extremely happy 
memory. He defended with vigour and success the truth of Christ. 
lanity against its detractors. His morality is, perhaps, too severe, 
but it proceeds from a heart penetrated with the sanctity of the re. 
ligion which he taught. His style, which bears the mark of his 
vehement genius, is full of images and irony, but betrays by its 
want of correctness, the African origin of the author. It is ex- 
tremely obscure. The reading of Tertullian is very interesting to 
those who are searching into ecclesiastical history, a study too 
much neglected among us. He has made known, better than any 
othr ecclesiastical writer, the religious ceremonies of the Church, 
and the attacks which the heretics directed against Christianity. 


C. W. 
-eoe— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
RAIL-ROAD COMPANY. 


Messrs, Editors —The readers of the Gospel Messenger, will be 
gratified to learn, that at a late meeting of the above Company it 
was proposed that there should be no use of the said road on Sur 
days. It was stated by the mover that he had never attended a 
meeting of the Stockholders, felt no inclination to do so and liad 
been perfectly willing so far as his little interest, and that of hi: 
friends was concerned, that the Board of Directors should do as 
they pleased, but he came that day to propose a reform, and s0 
far as one vote could do any thing to endeavour to effect a reform. 
He had heard, and indeed, saw it stated in print, that while the 
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business of public bodies and of individuals generally was suspend- 
ed on the “* Lord’s day,” such was not the case as it respected 
the Rail-Road Company; he had brought no persons to support, he 
hac asked no one tu second his motion, but he hoped he would he 
supported by all the professors of religion present; by every friend 
of morality, for it cannot exist separated from religion: by ev« ry 
lover of his country, for “ righteousness exalteth a nation and sin w 
a reproach to any people;” by every humane person, for the Seb- 
bath is favourable not merely to man’s religious nature, but to his 
physical, his intellectual his social nature, tu his health, his cem- 
fort, the improvement of his understanding, and the cherishing of 
his best affections; and in fine by every enlightened member of the 
company, for it could not prosper, it could not succeed, for the 
“blessing of the Lord it maketh rich,” if it acted in contravention 
to a plain command of him who ordereth the affairs of met, the 
plain command “six days shalt thou labour, but the seventh day is 
the Sabbath. In it thou shalt do no manuer of work, thou and thy 
servant, and the stranger that is within thy gates.” He added that 
he came not there to point out, for that was unnecessary, the impor- 
tance of the sabbattical institution, or the evils that would result 
from its abroragation or desecration, or the tendency of the measure 
he was opposing, to such results, but he would say, the example of 
this great respectable body, upon whose proceedings the eyes of the 
whole Union, and of many in other lands were fixed, might do mach 
for good or for ill, much to promote or to injure the holy, humane 
institution of which he was the too feeble advocate. It was also 
stated that many shares of the stock were held by Christians, and 
that other Christians might wish to embark in the enterprise, but 
that consistently, they must come out and be separate from; they 
could have nothing to do with an association habitually violating an 
institution of divine authority. 

Such was the substance of the remarks, introducing the resolution, 
and in reply to the remarks of others present. The subject was re- 
ferred to the Board of Directors. We cannot but hope that they 
will gratify many, if they be a minority, of the members of the 
company. Cc. O. 

eae 
SABBATH BREAKING. 


The following anecdote is related by Dr. Adam Clarke in his re- 
cently published Life, page 172. 

“ After I heard, (said Mr. J. Nichols,) the Methodists preach, 
and was convinced of sin, | continued to work my mills, and sell 
meal and flour on the Lord’s day as usual. But in this practice | 
soon became very uneasy, being continually followed by those 
words, ‘Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day.’ I at 
last determined, whatever might be the consequence, to give it up. 
[ accordingly ordered my men to stop the mills on the Lord's day, 
as I was determined to grind no more; and I informed my cus- 
tomers that I should serve them no longer on the Sabbath, and 
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hoped that they would make it convenient to come on the Saturday 
evening. Some affected to pity me; others said they would go 
other shops; but scarcely any supposed that I would be steady to 
my resolutions. The next Sabbath they came as usual, and every 
one was refused. Their displeasure was general, and they went to 
other millers; of whom there were several in the neighbourhvog. 
The next Saturday, hcwever, many of them came and were served. 
and in a short time, all, or as many as I had before, returned; ay 
now far from being poorer, on account of this sacrifice, which 
many said would be my ruia, I am this day, at least one thousand 
pounds richer, than I was then.” Dr, Clarke adds, “ here, then, jg 
a plain confutation, founded on a very strong fact, of that wretched 
objection; ‘If Ido not sell on the Sabbath, I shall lose my cys. 
tomers, and so be reduced to poverty.’ No. Such persons do not 
make the frial, therefore, they cannot tell how it might be with 
them, and their objections are not to be regarded, as they are 
founded only on conjecture and uncertainty. At all events the thing 
should be abandoned, for it is a sin against God, aud the order of 
society.” 
—-eoo— 
OUR COMMON SCHOOLS. 


Messrs Editors.—A writer in the Connecticut Observer of Sept. 
16th, proposes some attempt at improvement in our common 


Schwols, and adds the following remarks: 
“By what means, then, would we effect the desirable improve. 


ment? Simply by engaging the feelings and the efforts of one ora 
few individuals in every school district, in favour of common 
schools. Why is not this as proper a field to enter upon with in- 
terest, and a fixed resolution to do good as Sabbath schools? Cer- 
tainly more children attend common than Sabbath schools: they 
attend them longer, they are forming habits and imbibing principles 
in the former as well as in the latter. Why then should not com- 
non schools he an object of deep interest to the patriot and to-the 
Christian?) But while Sabbath schools engross so much feeling, 
and call forth so much effort, and gather around them so tany ad- 
vocates, why do we see common schools scarcely regarded at all as 
scenes for doing good? Were it only fortheir influence on Sabbath 
schools, they ought to receive more attention. Here many of the 
pupils of the Sabbath School are forming moral and intellectual 
habits, six days of the week, and is it nothing to the Sabbath schoo! 
teacher—nothing to his comfort in teaching—nothing to the success 
of his teaching, what those habits are? 

“There are in almost every school district men of intelligence, 
energy, prudence and principle, who by a judicious management of 
their time, might find leisure to inform themselves respecting the 
best modes of instruction, and the latest real improvements in teach- 
ing. By conversation with others of the district—by putting inte 
their hands publications that treat of the subject—by a familiar ac- 
quaintance with the teacher, entering into his feelings, and discuss- 





1833. Our Common Schools. 3609 


ing with him the principles of his profession, and by frequent visits 
to the school, they might without any essential detriment to their 
business, effect valuable improvements. 

Is there not a necessity for this call?’ Do not evangelical Chri# 
tians too much veglect the week-day studies of their chiidren, 


%? 


whether mm the comuion or select schools? Do the y not too otten 

-get that thorough instruction in the elements of knowledge is a 
valuable preparation to the progress ot ovure religion 7—that the 
errors and prejudices which cousiitute so formidable a part of the 
opposition fo it, which makes the strongest citadel for the shelter of 
depravity, arise to a great extent from iguorance? Do the zealous 
frends of other benevolent institutions recollect that without the aid 
of common schools, the Sunday schools, the Missionary, Bible, and 
Tract Societies will languish? How shall they value or profit by 
these institutions, unless they can read and under stand our | anguage? 
How shall they learn without a teacher; and, let me add, in the 
present dearth of qualified teachers, “how shall they teach exc pt 
they be sent?” Are the friends of moral reformation aware, that in 
examining the records of crime, while intemperance has been toa 
great extent the wamediate occasion, iguorance has been the antece- 
dent, the original source; that two-thirds of the criminals received 
intoour prisons are unable to read. 

jut is there not a more alarming defect in the views and methods 
of Christian parents in regard to early education which extend to 
those children who enjoy the best advantages in regard to schools, 
Why is it, that we sometimes see, (and [have more than once been 
pained to see,) families and schools in which there is no religion 
or false doctrine, exhibiting far more of the spirit of Christianity 
in their datly conduct than most of those where the truths of the 
gospel are most earnestly maintained. Is there not too much dis- 
position on the part of C hristians to devote their thoughts and thei ir 
prayers, and their efforts to the mere salvation of their children— 
that is, their deliverance from eternal punishment? When they have 
reason to hope that this is secured, are they equally anxious to se- 
cure their deliverance from sin? In aiming at the “‘chief end” of 
their being, do they labour as earnestly that they should “ glorify 
God” here, as that they should ‘*enjoy lim for ever!” And if not 
what are their efforts but another form of selfishness, and * what 
thanks have they” for such effort, more than for securing them an 
earthly inheritance ? They are only more rational and long sight- 
ed in their providence than the worldly around them. Is not this 
anxiety to secure the salvation of Christ for them, rather than to 
impress his image upon them, one reason why we find so many 
weak and sickly, and inconsistent Christians, who have indeed the 
breath of life, but are too feeble for action, or too inconsistent to do 
good? Is not this the reason why we find so many families of 
Christian parents whose evil influence ts likely to prevent the sal- 
vation of more souls than the efforts of their parents can preserve 
from death? Do not Christians need to study more attentively the 
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mode of “training up a child in the way he should go,” of culti. 
vating his better propensities, of repressing those that are evil, and 
directing them how to exercise themselves in serving God and way 
a8 well as how to love them ?—New- York Observer. 


ec 
JUDGE MARTIN’S DECISION. 


By the particular request of a respected subscriber, and valuab) 


b | 


correspondent of the ‘ Gospel Messenger,” the following yer 


important document, is put on our pages. It has been we! 
characterized as a “ luminous and highly couvincing argument.” 
Reverence fur the * Lord’s day,” is at the very foundation of re. 
ligion. tt cannot, humanly speaking, exist in that community o 
that heart where the * holy day,” is undistinguished, and there- 
fore a judicial decision for its protection, cannot but be welcomed 
and circulated, by the ‘* Gospel Messenger.” The subject de 
rives a m:lancholy interest from the recent sudden death of this 
devout man, upright magistrate, and beloved member of the social 


and domestic circle. 


Opinion in the case of the Town Council of Columbia, vs. C. 0 
Duke, and Alexander Marks, for keeping their shop doors open on 
the Sabbath. 


EXPARTE, The relators have brought their applications be- 
Cc. 0. DUKE, fore me, for prohibitions in a very informal way, 

BXPARTE. and had counsel been concerned, I should in «/! 
ALEX. MARKS. ( probability, have refused to consider them unti! 
made more technical, or more in harmony with established fors.s. 
But as bbelieve | understand the object of the parties, I do not feel at 
liberty to refuse a decision on them. 

On the [8th of July last, th I:.tendant and Wardens of Colum- 
bia, passed an ordinance, so much of which as is complained of by 
the applicants, is in the following words, viz: 

“That immediately after the passing of this ordinance, if any 
merchant, store-keeper, grocer, shop-keeper, or keeper of a porte! 
or drinking house, or keeper of a confectionary, shall open their 
store for the transaction of business on Sunday, or are convicted 
of selling to negroes on that day within the Town, shall be subject 
to a fine of $12 for every such offence.” 

For a violation of this ordinance, the relators have been fined. 
They admit they are shop-keepers, and do not deny that they have 
incurred its penalties, by opening their doors and selling on Sun- 
dav, if the ordinance be constitutional. But they insist that the 
Council have no authority to pass such an ordinance, but are pos- 
itively prohibited by that amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, which ordains that ‘‘ Congress shall make no law re- 
specting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer- 
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cise thereof,” as well as by the first section of the Sth article of the 
Constitution of this State, which declares that “ The free exercise 
aud enjoyment of religious profession and wors hip, without diseri- 
mination or preference, shall forever hereafter be allowed in this 
Srate to all mankind.” 

The question therefore submitted for my decision, is, whether the 
[ntendant and Wardens have the power to pass such an ordinance. 
It is not controverted that the Legislature have conferred on the 
Corporation “full power to make all such ordinances, rules and 
regulations,” and to “establish such by-laws as may tend to pre- 
serve the quiet, peace, safety, and good order of the inhabitants.” 
(See ict of Assembly 1805, and ordinance ‘'S, of the own, page 16.) 
But the relators, if | understand them correctly, insist either that 
this or ‘nance goes further than is contemplated by the act, by un- 
dertaking to enforce the religious observance of Sunday, or, 

That, tf it does not exceed the authority granted, then the Legis- 
lature its’-lf had no power to legislate iv regard to the character and 
duties of that day, and, having none, the attempt to delegate it is 
void. 

In examining the question here presented, it is unnecessary to 
say more in relation to the inhibition contained in the Constitution 
of the United States, than that it is confined to the powers of Con- 
gress. ‘The object and effect of that provision is to prevent legis- 
lation by Congress on subjects which might tend “to the establish- 
ment of religion,” or interfere with the free exercise of the rights 
of conscience. So far therefore as the parties to this question are 
concerned, they are wholly unaffected by the Constitution of the 
United States. The one claims no authority under the powers of 
Congress ; the other cannot complain that the security afforded by 
that article, has been interrupted by those on whom alone the Con- 
stitution in this particular operates. 

The relators rely, principally, however, on the Ist section of the 
Sth article of the Constitution of this State, already quoted. The 
earnestness and confidence with which they lave insisted they are 
protected by that constitutional provision, have induced me to con- 
sidvr it attentively. But | am wholly unable to discover its appli- 
caiion in this instance. It cannot be pretended that this ordinance 
interferes with “the free exercise and enjoyment of religious wor- 
ship,” or that it makes any “discrimination,” or “ gives any prefer- 
ence’ —or that “all mankind” are not “allowed” all that was to- 
tended to be secured by the Constitution. The ordinance neither 
exacts or imposes any religious duty or obligation—it requires no 
sacrifice on the part of any one, uuless closing their doors and sus- 
pending their business, (of which I will speak presently,) be so con- 
sidered. It is general in its character, and therefore every class of 
citizens are embraced, “ without discrimination or preference, it 
enjoins »o profession of faith, demands no religious test, extorts “ 
religious ceremony, confers no religious privilege or“ pre ference 
The error consists in supposing that this regulation of the corpo- 


ration gives a “ preference,” or makes a ‘ disc rimination” in fayor 
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of a'!l who conceive it to be a duty to keep this day holy, and while 
one of the relators contends, that it does no violence to religion tp 
keep open shop and sell on that day, the other, who ts an Israciite 
denies that it is the true Sabbath. 

If «bedience to our laws be left to depend not on their constitu. 
tio ility, but on the Opinious we may form ot — authoritative 
character, legislation would soon become an idle farce. 

Arguments, and ingenious ones too, as numerous at least, as the 
number of those whose interests are effected, would be ady need, 
to shew that very many of our statutes are unconstitultoual 

Every act requiring the perfurmance of a publie duty which on 
may fancy at war with his notions of religion, aud all which re. 
strains others in the pursuit of an honest and profitable trade, with- 
out paying a heavy license, are considered oppressive, and no argu- 
ment or even suggestion is necessary to convince those who ar 
subject to such laws, that they are unconstitutional. Yet a certain 
class of citizens, who refuse to serve on Juries, pay their fines, aud 
Hawkers and Pedlars pay a heavy license for the privilege of trad- 
ing within certain limits ; and it has never occurred to any one that 
these laws are unconstitutional. 

Now if the ordinance in question required either of the relators 
to observe Sunday as a sacred dav, or to conform to the notions of 
others, as to its holy character, then it would be giving a“ prefer- 
ence,” or making a“ discrimination” in contravention of the Con- 
stitution. Butit is manifest that the nearest approximation which 
this ordinance makes to religion or religious subjects, is to be found 
in the probability of its securing very partially to those who do ob- 
serve that day, an undisturbed and quiet performance of wht they 
conceive an imperative obligation. That these who do thus wor- 
ship, are entitled to this protection, and that the Council have au- 
thority to secure it to them, [shall not stop to illustrate. 

I am wholly ata loss to conceive how such a regulation can be 
said to possess the character attributed te it, when it neither com- 
pels the relators or any others to observe or perform devotional ex- 
ercises on that or any other day; nor forbids or interferes with their 
doing so on any other day which their creed may suggest as more 
sacred. The Constitution certainly does secure to all, the right to 
worship when, and as they may please, and none shall “make them 
afraid.” But will it be seriously said that because the corporate 
authorities have declared that porter houses, eating houses, stores, 
&c, shall be closed on a given d: iy, and not opened for trade or 
business, that they have interfered with the — of any one— 
that this is making a“ dise ‘rimination,” or giving a “ preference’ 
toany class or sect? It may,and no doubt does Se ates affect 
the trade or business of individuals who think proper to pursue 
their ordinary occupations on that day, but it cannot be offensive 
to their notions of religion, let them be what they may. Nor would 
such an idea have occurred, or such an argument been used, if the 
operations of this ordinance had been confined to any other day 

—Saturday, for instance. The expediency alone of such a law 
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would have been the subject of animadversion. Mr. Marks, one of 
the relators, could not have complained, because he now observes 
that day, and would have been placed more ov an equality as to 
the advantages of business—and it would not have occurred to Mr 
Duke that the Council bad itin contemplation to give the Israelites 


“es 


” - »s , . . ‘ . 
a*preference,” or make any “ discrimination” iv their favour ove! 


Christians. As Saturday is not observed among Christians as holy, 


ii would have suggested itself to Mr. Duke, that this ordinance 
was exclusively a municipal regulation ; and however he apd 
others might have protested against the policy of such a measure, it 
would not have been attacked on the constitutional grounds now 
urged. 

But | can easily suppose a case where the Council would not 
only be justifiable, but recreant to their duty, if they did not puss 
and enforce an ordinance where it might not only affect, but acta- 
ally prevent one from exercising what he might call a religious duty 
and still be justifed under the Constitution. Theories in religion 
are so numerous, and the varieties of worship so great, that any 
one uight well be considered rash who woul! undertake to define 
the furmer or number the latter, Let any of these theories be ever 
so wild and visionary, our laws can make no “* 
favour, or give any “* preference” to any other, over them, so lony as 
they do not amount to * 
sistent with the peace or safety of the State.” But one might rise 
up and insist that true piety is to be found in devoting six days of 
the week to spiritual concerns, and that they are too holy for any 
of the temporal concerns of life. He has a right to the Enjoy ment 
of that opinion, and no one could complain if he put his faith into 
practice. Butif his belief extended still further, and he believed 
that what is now the Christian Sabbath should be devoted to riot. 
ing, drunkenness, and every species of debauchery, offensive to 
decency and good order, and destructive of the peace and harmony 
of society, and with a view of living up to his faith, he opened bis 
house every Sunday morning, which as soon as opened, ts filled 
with slaves, free persous of colour, or other idle and dissolute per- 
sons, who immediately engage in all the scenes which lt have sup- 
posed constitute his faith—will it be said that these things are to 
be tolerated—that he cannot be restrained because this is his reli- 
gion, and to prevent him in the exersise or enjoyment of it, would 
be making a “discrimination” against him, or giving a “ prefer- 
ence” to others over him’? None l believe will deny the power of 
the Councilif such a case were to occur. They certainly possess 
itas an incident belonging to all municipal authorities from whom 
is required a preservation of the peace, good order, and decency of 
society, and because it is an offence against allthese. Nay, more— 
the latter clause of that section of the Constitution on which th 
relators rely, ordains, that “the liberty of conscience thereby de- 
clared, shall not be so construed as to excure acts of licentiousness, 
or justify practices inconsistent with the safety of the State.” Ty 
proves nothing to say that such a case is not likely to occur. ‘The- 


discrimination” in 


licentiousness,” or justify “ practices incon- 
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ories little less extravagant, if in no way analagous, have not want. 
ed adherents. 

IL have thus far endeavored to shew that the supposition tha 
this ordinance is in violation of the Constitution cannot be ~ys. 
tained. 

Asa municipal! or police regulation, the ordinance would seon 
to be wholly unobjection: able. Men may have a natural righ to 
do any thing which their inclinations m: ay suggest, if it be not ey)! 
in itself, and shall in no way impair the rights of others. By 
when societies or governmeuts are formed, every one surrender 
certain rights, and as an equivalent for that surrender, has secu ed 
to him the enjoyment of certain other rights appertaining to hj: 
person and property, without the protection of which, civiliz: 
society cannot exist. All legislation, therefore, is a restraint o) 
individuals, but itis arestraint which must be borne by all who 
would enjoy the benefits derived from the institutions of society 
The right to exercise these restraints must of necessity be vested 
in the supreme authority of the community. In this State the poe. 
ple are sovereign, (or at least claim to be so,) and they act by thei 
Representatives assembled as a Legislature under the ron se 
The Legislature, therefore, have the power to do all thatthe peo- 
ple themselves could do in their aggregate character, except in ana 
instances where they find prohibitions in the Constitution. That 
the Legislature have authority to prescribe the terms on which licen- 
ses to retailers, store-keepers and all others embraced in the ordi- 
nance now under consideration, shall be granted, never has been, 
and cannot at this day, be seriously questioned by any one: and 
it is equally clear that if they thought it advisable and expedient, 
they might by legislation close them altogether. If then it be trav 
that the Legislature may make it penal to keep such establishments 
without a license—if it may prescribe the terms and conditions et 
their retailing, and even refuse all license whatever, surely it can 
say whenever in their wisdom, expediency and policy suggest, that 
they shall be closed on.a given day of every week. 

If society by one consent, or by law, designate any day of the 
week as one of leisure, rest, and on which all the ordinary ard |a- 
borious occupations and pursuits of life are to be suspended, the 
ocenrrence of that day necessarily throws upon the community for 
the time, servants, apprentices and other labourers ready to embrace 
every opportunity which presents the means of indulgence. To 
lessen these temptations or render such as do exist as innoxious a8 
possible, is a duty incumbent on the municipal authority, para 
mount to all considerations of the exclusive interest of any indi- 
vidual or class of individuals. And if it be called a restraint on 
individual or personal liberty, in not atlowing every one to pursue 
his interest as it may be presented, the answer is, it is a restraint 
which the benefit of society imposes, and the right to impose ', 
has been yielded by the individual himself—or in other words, 1 ' 
one which those * in whom oll power is origin: ally vested” (among 
whom he is himself numbered) have prescribed for the common 


i eee 


<a > 
Oe eee 





Patrick Henry. 


- 
‘ 


No member of 
ron or pursuit from which society 


society has the right to pursue any trade 
suffers @ positive injury, 
hosed to timmminenut danger; and it is for those in juthority 
so the policy of prohibiting or removing such 
wesented ts within ther jurisdiction. 
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‘y aia? 


pursuit or occupation may be perfect 
in one situation aud ander particula 
place, and under a different st. 
so great, or the danger so obvious, as tu | 
Take for examples, an establishment tor 
grits of animals, or one for the manufacturing gunpowder, 
centre of a populous city, and directly on a principal street. What 
would either of the relators say if an establishment for eiiher of 
those purposes was about to commence business next door to them, 
what would the whole community say? Would any one then doubt 
that the Corporate authorities had power to prevent them altogether: 
wo say nothing of the power to restrain the operations for one day 
the week? And yet, perhaps, there are not wanting those who 
ve very conscte ntiously that neither of the establishments to 
1 | have alluded would be positively so injurious to society as 
or retailing spirituous liquors every day in the week. This 
variety of opinion shows the absolute necesssity that a right to de- 
cide, and the power to enforce their decisions, should exist some 
where else than in the opinion of those who may be personally in- 
terested, or who may be labouring under a morbid sensibility on 
cha subject. The Legislature possess the power from the peopl 
and with it the right and authority to delegate it to such agents as 
they may select. By the act 1805, before referred to, they have 
conferred on the Council, (and that council is chosen by those who 
are affected by their aetiinn ance,) power “to establish such by-laws 
as mav tend to preserve the quiet, peace, et and good order of the 
nhabitants.”” ‘This grant would seem to embrace all that the Coun 
cil contend for, if words can convey what they insist they possess. 
[ entertain no doubt they do possess it, and possessing ut they are 
to determine for themselves and forthe “inhabitants,” when it may 
judiciously exercised. Having determined that this is a proper 
ume, | have no cuntrol overthem. The motions for prohibitions 
ire therefore refused. 
Wa. D. Marvin. 
At Chambers, \Ath Sept. 
~~ @BO+-- 
PATRICK HENRY. 
A friend who visited this celebrated man not long before his death, 
found him engaged in reading his bible: ** Here,” said he, holding 


tup, “isa Mant worth more than all the other books that ever wer: 


printed; yet it is my misfortune never to have found time to read it 
l trust in the mercy 


Life of Patrick Henry. 


with ¢ wy proper aiteution and feeling cll lately. 


f God that it is not yet too late.” — Wirt’s 
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Poetry.—Religious Intelligence. 


FOLUTRY. 


Selected. 
ON THE SIGN OF THE CROSS IN BAPTISM 


In token that thou shalt not fear 
Christ crucified to own, 

We print the cross upon thee here, 
And stamp thee his alone. 


In token that thou shalt not blush 
To glory in his name, 

We bl+zon here upon thy front, 
His glory and his shame. 


In token that thou shalt not flinch 
Christ’s qua-rel to maintain, 

But ‘neath his banner manfully, 
Firm at thy post remain. 


In token that thou too shalt tread 
The path he travell'd by, 

Endure the cross, despise the shame, 
And sit thee down on high: 


Thus outwardly and visibly 
We seal thee for his own; 
And may the brow that wears his cross, 
Hereafter share his crown! 
Auburn Gos. Mess. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Pinckney Lectures.—The first of the two lectures was delivered 
in St. Philip’s Church, on the day named by the honourable foun- 
der, viz. “the Wednesday after the second Tuesday in November, 
by the Rev. Assistant Minister of that Church. The prescribed 
subjec ts being the greatness and goodness of the Deity, the lecture: 
expatiated on the former topic leaving the latter to be considered at 
the next lecture in May 15834. 


— 

Juvenile Missionary Society.—The anniversary celebration was in 
St, Stephen’s Chapel, on Saturday afternoon, November 17. Thi 
address which was exclusively to the children, was by the minister 
of that Chapel, the afternooon service having been previously read. 
From the report it appears that the income of the society, which, o! 
course, is small, was applied tothe aid of the Ladies Domestic Mis- 
sionary Society in their praiseworthy un /ertaking, to supply the 
poor in our City, with the ordivances of the gospel, according to 
the principles of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and also to the 
aid of the Church at Camden. According to a change of the con- 
stitution the appropriations hereafter will be limited to the assisis- 
tance, in procuring their education of indigent candidates for the 
ministry, and to missions in Charleston, and its vicinity. 
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Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society.—F or the relief of the 
Church at Pensacola, there are 102 subscribers of 810 each. The 
whole amount, for which if not paid the Church will be sold, it is 
hoped will be obtained. The Rev. Mr. Steele has gone to that 
station, and the Rev. Mr. D. Brown to St. Augustine; the last 
named passed through Charleston on his way to his charge. In the 
“ Missionary Record,” for November, we have these interesting re- 
marks contained in a letter of the Rev. Dr. Philip, of the Cape of 
Good Hope. ‘* What have the missionaries done for the Hotten- 
tots? When the missionaries came among us, we had no clothing 
but the filthy sheep skin kaross; now we are clothed in British 
manufactures. We were without letters; now we can read our 
Bibles or hear them read to us. We were without any religion; 
now we worship God in our families. We were without morals; 
now every man has his own wife. We were given up to licentious- 
ness and drunkenness ; now we have amoag us industry and sobri- 
ety. We were without property ; now the Hottentots at Belthes- 
dorp are in possession of fifty wagons and a corresponding num- 
ber of cattle. We were liable to be shot like wild beasts; and the 
missionaries stood between us and the bullets of our enemies.’ 
Were the same question to be asked the same person or any other 
Hottentot now, he might greatly enlarge the catalogue.” The 
whole amount paid in to the Society from September 26th to October 
22d was $2,861, (including the contributions for Pensacola.) We 
regret to notice not a cent from this diocese during that time. 

= 

New- York.—T he proceedings of the Convention, which met Oc- 
tober —, will be noticed when we receive the Journal. At present 
we have room only, for the extracts below from the Bishop's 
Address, to which we subjoin an extract from a pamphlet, published 
in this Diocese in 1829, in order to shew a concurrence on a very 
important subject. 

“The second proposed alteration gives, in effect, to the officiat- 
ing clergymen the right to substicute, instead of the Psalms of the 
day, or one of the ‘ Selections,’ any Psalm or Psalms, or any portion 
of the hundred and nineteenth Psalm. Although this proposition 
passed the House of Bishops, and I believe that of the Clerical and 
Lay Deputies, without opposition, yet I feel it my duty to state that, 
upon more mature reflection, I cannot but cherish serious doubts 
as to its propriety. It will open the door to the reducing of what, 
in all ages of the Church, (the use of the Psalms,) has been an im- 
portant, and not inconsiderable, part of divine service, into the intro- 
duction of but a few verses of that devout and edifying portion of 
Holy Writ. My fears on this subject are strengthened by the desire 
of curtailment, which the indevout spirit of the age so much fosters, in 
our acts of public homage at the throne of grace. I confess, also, 
that much and serious reflection on the subject has led me to look 
with deep concern on all unnecessary departures from the scriptu- 
ral andyprimitive order of the Chureh of England. Not unfrequent- 
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ly do the advocates for the Church of Rome bring against Protes:- 
antssthe specious argument of the contrast between their divisions 
and the unity of that Church. The argument is, indeed, but speci- 
ous, yet it is not without its effect. This, I have thought, might be 
diminished by the adoption, as extensively as may be, of the prini- 
tive order, as well as the evangelical doctrines, by a reversion to 
which the Church of England was made the great bulwark of the 
Reformation. Within her proper sphere, at home, in the provinces 
of the English empire, and in the many congregations of her com. 
munion scattered over the European continent, and other parts of 
the world with which those civil relations are maintained which al- 
ways guarantee the admission of her religious rites and worship, 
especially as far as they are embraced in recent measures for local 
episcopal supervision ; and in her sister communious in Scotland, 
and our own confederacy ; Protestants can show a unity in the great 
points of ministry, doctrines and worship, existing in all parts of 
Christendom, not unmeet to be weighed in the balance against the 
boasted exclusive oneness of the Church of Rome; and an umty, 
the more valuable because preserved by the voluntary spirit of wni- 
formity, and not by the compulsion of unscriptural authority. —[t is 
a desire for this beautiful, and, to the sound Christian mind, deeply 
interesting and important regard for the maintenance, throug)out 
the Christian world, of a catholic primitive unity, in form as well as 
substance, that fills me with deep concern at any unnecessary depar- 
ture from that order which was established by our great and good 
fathers in the Reformation. And such I believe to be any change 
which will lower the use of the Psalter from the important place in 
divine service which they allowed it to retain, according to their 
wonted rule of adherence to whatever of ancient godly usage they 
found mingled with the errors of the Church of Rome. And there- 
fore it is, brethren, that I feel compelled to express serious doubts of 
the propriety of the proposed plan for placing the use of the Psalter 
so much atthe discretion of the officiating minister. The argument 
sometimes brought against objections to a very wide discretion, that 
persons fit to be ordained are not unfit to be thus trusted, is set aside 
by the too obvious fact, that piety—if it must be so ealled—exists 
sometimes in almost inverse proportion to sound and sober judg- 
ment, and that zeal often requires that restraint from law which 
there is not knowledge in the subject to render unnecessary.” 

** Some provision by whicht he reading of the Psalter would still be 
required, in portions of sufficient length to enable it to retain its 
wonted importance in our services, and which would extend more 
widely the latitude of choice already allowed by our selections, 
would perhaps answer every desirable purpose, without being liable 
to the objections here supposed to attach to the proposition of the 
General Convention.” 

“In the Parish of Trinity Church, Hector, Tompkins County, I 
was a most gratified witness of individual zeal and efficiency in be- 
half of the Church, rarely equalled. A venerable lady, who,gpithin 
a few years, had transferred her sacramental connexion with the 





Religious Intelligence. 379 
Church of Christ from her native branch of it in England to our 
own, has given the ground on which this newly commenced house 
of prayer is to be erected, and another piece for the parsonage; and 
conscious that a serious difficulty in the way of extending the 
Church in a cold, indifferent, and careless neighbourhood is often 
found inthe necessity of an immediate cal] upon them for its sup- 
port; contributes herself, for the current year, $400 to the Rector’s 
salary, and has pledged herself fur nearly an equal amount to be di- 
vided between the two following years. Such evidence of devotion 
to the best of causes needs no other comment than the pious satisfac- 
tion which it must reflect on the heart that could devise such liberal 
things, and the practical influence which ! would fain hope it would 
have in enforcing a compliance with the Saviour’s injuuction, Go, 
and do thou likewise.” 

*** The allowing the minister to use a single Psalm instead of thi 
Psalter, for the day ora selection. This change permits a virtual 
exclusion of the Psalms, from the Liturgy, far under it the short 
Psalms, as the 117 of 2 verses, the 100, 131, 133, 134, each of which 
has but 4 verses, might be invariably used. This would indeed be 
an abuse, but might not they who are opposed to the use of the 
Psalms, avail themselves of this license, to exclude them in fact, 
though not in form? Again, this permission is inconsistent with 
a principle, which pervades our Prayer Book, viz: that in the wor- 
ship of God, a preference is due to language of divine inspiration, 
On this principle, the Lord’s Prayer has a place in every one of our 
offices: scriptural words and phrases are frequent in the collects, 
and the Psalms, rather than paraphrases of them, are made the me- 
dium of ourdevotion. To allow a stngle Psalm, I need not remark, 
is greatly to diminish the proportion of inspired prayers, which our 
Liturgy designedly was made to contain. It is true, the allowing 
of a selection by our Church, which is not by the Church of Eng- 
land, is a departure from the principle meutioned above but it does 
by no means, go so fur as the present proposal. 

We are told by Shepherd, that the primitive Christians greatly 
valued the Psalms. But they can have no higher recommendation, 
than is found in the fact, that they were used in the divinely consti- 
tuted Hebrew Church; and above all, that our blessed Lord made 
them, and in particular, at the hour of his death, the medium of ex- 
pressing his devout thoughts and aspirations.” 

“ We object, then, to this proposal, because its spirit and tendency 
isto depreciate the Psalms; to cut off a large proportion of our 
inspired prayers; and because it is liable to the abuse of banishing 
all the Psalms, except a few short ones.” 


Wilberforce.—* A minister of state called upon him on some pub- 
lic business on a Sunday: he at once excused himself saying, he 
would wait upon his Lordship at any hour he would fix the next day 
but he was then going to Church! And this was after he had alrea- 
dy attended the morning service. It was his maxim that every man 


* A plea for the Liturgy as it is. 
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should be the priest of his own household; and this character h¢ 
would never resign, though he might from time to time delegate j; 
to others. Hence, even when he had clergymen present, of whose 
assistance he would at other times gladly avail himself, yet he 
would frequently conduct the daily religious services of his family 
in person. And here we are assured, ‘the fulness and richness oj 
his expositions of Scripture, and the fervour of his supplications, 
were such as none can forget who ever were present at them.’ And 
then the full effect would be given to all this, among the members of 
his household, by the tenderness aud consideration which he eye; 
showed for them. ‘If any of his domestics,’ said one frequently re. 
sident under his roof, and on the most familiar terms, ‘ if any of his 
domestics showed a ruffled temper, or fell into misconduct, the case 
was met rather with pity than with resentment, and anxiety shown 
to restore the offender, like a sick member in the spirit of meek- 
ness.” This was the rule of his family. Though much conversant 
with the world, he entered into no compromise with it as to the way 
of spending his time, or counternancing its vain amusements. He 
had no leisure, and, what is the great thing to be aimed at, 
he had no heart for such frivolities; but quite the contrary.— 
Indeed, I have observed, however others may plead for such indal- 
gencies, that those who have been previously most acquainted with 
them, and best know their effects, on becoming decidedly religious, 
most strictly renounce them, and protest most strongly against them. 
Finaily, the spirituality of his mind under the press of public busi- 
ness, and amid the succession of persons who crowded upon him, 
was truly surprising. He seemed always ready for devotional ex- 
ereises, and for religious conversation, in which the heart evidently 
bore as large a share as the understanding. I called upon him at 
his lodgings in York, in the midst of the great contest for the coun- 
ty, in 1307, at a time when he was in some degree indisposed. | 
remember one of his remarks on this occasion was to the follow- 
ing effect: ‘A man in the Castle yard this morning, in the honest 
ardour of his heart, seized my hand, and with peculiar emphasis 
wished me @ long life. 1 was obliged to him for his kindness, but he 
forced on me the reflection, how unchristian are our common feel- 
ings and sentiments—that we should be ready to regard a long life 
as one of the greatest of blessings! Did we really keep Christian 
principles and Christian views before us, we should assuredly think 
that ‘to depart and be with Christ,’ was, for ourselves at least ‘ far 
better.” ”"—Christian Observer. 
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The Relation of Christianity to Ciril Government in the United States: a Sermon, 
preached in St. Michael's Church, Charleston, February 13th, 1833, before the Con- 
vention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocese of South-Carolina: by the 
Rev. J Adams, D, D., President of the College of Charleston, S. C., and (ex-officio) 
Horry Professor of Moral and Politieal Philosophy—second edition.—*‘ This learned 
and valuable discourse. which has done, is doing, and will do more and more 
good, has been republished; and no one can be more gratified that there should be 
a call for it, and that its copies should be widely diffused, than the “‘Gospel Mes- 
senger.”” The author has added to it eight pages, consisting chiefly of quotations 
from scarce and interesting documents, in corroboration of his positions. Whe 
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sher there be a connection between ¢ hristianity and our Civil Gvernment. he we! 
erves is a question ol fact, and of course is to be settled by a reference to docu: 
ments, and, in the case of a document liuble to be misunderstood, by a reference 
to the opinions of wise and experieuced men, more especially of « ivilians conver 
ant with inquiries of that nature. We do hope that this Sermon will be gene- 
ally read and reread, and more especially by al! those who are or expect to be 
a anthority.” It will do great good, if it only awaken the attention « { those in n 
ydicial capacity to give the question a deliberate consideration. Would it not be 
well for our period cals to make copious extracts from this discourse, as it con- 


cerns the ‘Whole Union” and in this way only can the many have an: pportunily 


al reading it? 


} 
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The Bible Class and Family Expositor; or a familiar guide to the study of the 
New Testament. Being a condensed summary of the most valuable commentaries; 
»mpiled chiefly from a work of the Rev. George Holden. A. M. By Thomas C. 
Brownell, D. D. LL. D. Bishop of the Diocese of Connecticut —The value of 

Pool’s Synopsis Criticorum is duly appreciated by the theologian. It saves him 
‘ime, trouble and expense, and gives him access to biblical critics, who, in this 
country at least, may be entirely beyond his reach. But the variety of views of a 
riven text set forth in this great work is confusing to the common reader, and in 
deed there are few students who would not be glad to have some master mind, (as 
that of Horsely for example,) weigh the several explanations, and say which de- 
serves the preference. "Thisis done in ‘* Mant & D’Oyley’s Bible,” for these com- 
ilers have not, like Poole, brought to view various comments, but selected that one. 
those few, which in theirjudgment. is or are the most satisfactory. The plan of 
the book before us. with the single difference. that it condenses the authority or 
authorities referred to, is precisely the same with that of ‘Mant & D'Oyvley.”” It 
is intended for those persons, who cannot, or would not, (deterred by ‘its: bulk,) 
wail themselves of a larger and more expensive exposition, and its portable form, 
enders it peculiarly convenient in the bible class room, and on a journey or voy- 
we. The design is good and there isa special call for such a work at this time, 
3 its recent publication, on both sides of the Atlantic, fully proves. The only re- 
»aining consideration is. as to its execation. Of that we find a sufficient guarantee 
in the reputation of both the author and compiler. ‘Time has not been afforded us 
to go through it, but the extracts subjoined have appeared to us, as we trust they 
willto our readers, very satisfactory, as elucidating obscure texts to which have 
been assigned different explanations. In the preface we read ‘‘the Rev. George 
Holden recently published in London, ‘the Christian Expositor ;’ a work which he 
bad prepared with great labour and judgment, after a diligent examination of all 
the most approved ( ommentaries, and a careful reference to the original text of 
the New Testament. This highly esteemed work has been taken as the basis of 
that now presented to the public. The Editor has carefully compared it with the 
most valuable commentaries now in use: and having abridged it, by omitting what- 
ever did not comport with his design, he has found room for some valuable addi- 
tions from the works of other commentators, (designating their names,) which 
may serve as a further elucidation of the sacred text. 

At the beginning of each chapter of St. Matthew, a reference is given to the 
parallel passages in the other Evangelists, which may serve as a harmony of the 
Gospels; and in the body. or at the end of each note, references are given io other 
passages of Scripture of similar import. 

The work is published without the text, in order to afford the greatest quantity of 
nformation at the least possible expense; and it is hoped that it will be found suf- 
icieny comprehensive to serve as a satifactory guide to the meaning of the sacred 
Writers.” ° ’ ‘Romans ix. 1]. the purpose, &c.] ‘This, it is most evident 
from the context, refers not to an election of eternal life, but to the election of Jacob 
and his seed to be the inheritors of the promise, ver. 8, in preference to Esau and his 
sed. This choice says the apostle, was made before the children were born, * that 
the purpose of God ‘according (i. e. with respect to this) election might stand’ 
firm, and be proved to be ‘not of works but of him that calleth,’ or rather, ‘ of 
the caller,’ viz. it was thus demonstrated that the selection of Jacob and his seed 
to inherit the promises was not in consequence of any works or merit of theirs, 
but of the free and sovereign will of the chuser. This passage, then, is not parat- 
lel with ch. viii. 28—30.” 
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James, ii. “can fatlh save him?) Viz. can this faith which is not accom 
panied with good works, put him into a state of salvation; or be available to 4; 
justification and final salvation? Meaning by this interrogative, that it canno; 
“18. Yea, &c.] The apostle introduces this by way of dialogue; viz. «a my. 
~ | say, thou hast faith, and [ have works;’ i. e. a man may allege that true faith 
and good works can be separated, so that one man may have faith, and anoth, 
works. ‘To this Lanswer, ‘show me thy faith without thy works,’ i e. prove to me 
that thou hast a trae faith without the performance of good works. Till that is doy, 
thy assertion is vain, ‘And’ on the other hand, ‘I will show thee my faith (to ), 
true and sincere) by my. works,’ which it produces. That I can do so is evidey, 
from this: ‘thou believest that there is one God, thou doest well ; the devils a). 
believe this and tremble,’ ver. 19; but thou wilt acknowledge that their faith, whic) 
is wholly speculative, and not attended with good works. will not save them; }y 
parity of reason, then, *‘ know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead,’ ye 
20,i.¢. is incapable of iustifying any one: for if such a dead faith could save thee 
it would equally avail to the salvation of devils.” ” : “1 John vy. 6-7, 
This, &c.] Some commentators think that ‘ water and blood’ refers to the wate 
and blood which flowed from our Saviour’s side, John xix. 34; but others, wi) 
much more probability, refer them to the institution of baptism, and to the shed 
ding of our Saviour’s blood as an expiatory sacrifice, ver. 11, note. According; 
this the sense is: this person, ver. 5, ‘is he who came by water and blood,’ i; 
this is Jesus Christ who came in the flesh, that by means of the water of baptism 
and of the shedding his blood as an atonement for sin, he might secure to believer 
a victory over the world; who came to do this, I repeat, ‘ not (by means of ) water 
only, but by (means of ) water and blood,’ i. e. of baptism and atonement, ‘andit 
is the Spirit that beareth witness (to this truth;) because the Spirit is truth,’ Joh 
xiv. 17,26. There are also other witnesses to it, ‘for there are three that bear r 
cord (bear witness to it) in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghos 
and these three are one,’ as in testimony, so in essence, ver. 7; ‘and there are thre: 
(also) that bear witness in earth (to the same truth,) the Spirit (by its miraculous 
operations and sanctifying influence) and the water (of baptism) and the blood (oi 
the atonement,) and these three agree in one and the testimony, ver. 8. This in 
terpretation is most agreeable to the natutal signification of the terms, to the cov 
text, and to the scope of the epistle. 

It is well known that the seventh verse is considered by a great majority of \\ 
most eminent critics as spurious; and the evidence against it is unquestiorably to 
great to allow us to produce it as an inspired testimony in any controversial) ques 
tion. Very strong arguments also have been produced in favour of it; for whieh 
reason it is most consistent with candour and fair dealing to keep the mind in sus 
pense, neither to receive it as genuine, nor to abandon it as spurious, but to wail 
for the farther researches of biblical criticism, which may and probably will, pro 
duce results as important as unexpected. If the disputed passage be omitted, the 
connection will be this: ‘and it is the Spirit that beareth witness (to this truth) be 
cause the Spirit is truth,’ ver. 6, and it is established upon the fullest testimony 
‘for there are three that bear witness (to it) the Spirit, and the water, and the 
blood,’ ver. 8.” 

The Charter, Constitution and By-Laws of the Sunday School Society of St Phil! 
Church, Charleston, 8S. C.—To which is prefixed a Short Address, and annexed ‘ht 
Rules of both the Schools, directions to the House Keeper, and the names of the Mew 
bers of the Society.—This small pamphlet has just appeared. Its character is sui: 
ciently indicated by its title. We will add that it announces “A Week Dey 
School” to be opened in January in the “ Sunday School House,” in which Relig: 
ous instruction, (in addition to the usual literary instruction) will be given accord 
ing to the “ ductrines, discipline and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Chureb. 
The pupils will also attend divine service in the Church on fast, festival aud pry: 
er days. It is believed the Rules of the Schools are more detailed than in 4) 
former publication, and those for the coloured children’s Sunday School are ® 
new. The expectation is entertained that every worshipper of the Church will be 
a member of the Sanday School Society, as the terms are any sum according \ 
each one’s means, at present there are 106 members only. The Parish Librey 
Rules are printed in the same pamphlet. It is open without charge to the whole 
congregation 
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Bridges’ Exposition of Psalm CX IX.—-— “ Weare told in the advertisement to this 
volume, that #1 passed through six editions in England in three years. "The London 
Christian Observer says of it:— 

“To those who wish for a manual of simple piety; a book which enters into t! 
nysteries of the Christian life, a book not of debate or controversy. but of faith, 

‘pe and charity ; a book which, like Herbert's Parson, and we doubt not like the 
execiient author of the book itself, aspires not to be * witty, or learned or eloquent’ 
holy,’ we strongly recommend the present volume “It is not however dé fici 
ent in that best ‘learning’ which has reference to the interpretation of Seriptuge 
and its application to the various exigences of the human soul: or in that true ‘elo 
uence’ Which flows from lips speaking out of the abundance of the heart on sub 
ects best ‘calculated to warm and elevate the affections, and to make the tongue 

the pen of a ready writer.’ ”’ : e ® . " 

“The volume of which this is the plan, is truly Scriptural in its character, and 
embedded in Scripture quotation, the author always referring by chapter and verse 
in the margin to ‘the law and to the testimony.’ He is evidently a sound and 
conscientious friend of the invaluable Church to which he belongs; but we observe 
nothing of party spirit in his volume. He is too much absorbed in the great veri- 
ties of Christian truth, too anxious for the conversion of sinners and the edification 
{ believers, to occupy himself or his readers in matters of minor disputation.” 

To all this we cheerfully subscribe. It is one of the first uninspired books that 
we can recommend to the attention of those who seek rest in the truths of the Bi 
ble from the perplexities and trials of this vain world. The study of such a volume 
is necessary as a means of impressing Scripture truth upon the mind. It affords a 
treasure for instruction, reproof, and consolation which every Christian ought to 
nossess.""—Epis. Recorder. 


hut 


Sermons to Children, preached in the Chapel of the New-York Protestant F. copal 
Public School, in 1827-8. In four volumes, Vol. 1.—We know not the age of those 
to whom these Sermons were addressed. But they appear to us in general suited, 

nly to well advanced young persons. To such and to grown persons, they present 
1 body of sound interesting instruction. The first sermon on “ ministerial office 
and duty,” struck us as peculiarly excellent. The following statement is equally 
ust and clear and happily concise. ; 

“Our Saviour when he said ‘feed my lambs’ to Peter, did not mean that Peter 
alone should teach children how to serve and love God. Peter could no more have 
taught all the children in the world, than he could have given them common food 
Even while Peter was alive, there were a great many other preachers of the gospel, 
and since he has been dead, many thousands of good men have been ministers, and 
preached both to children and grown people. I will try to explain to you how 
what our Saviour said to Peter belongs to all the trae ministers who have ever 
lived. 

“Our Saviour had chosen twelve men to teach religion to all the world, and had 
given them power to appoint others equal to themselves; and others again lo ve un- 
der their direction. The first twelve men were called Aposries; those that they 
appointed to have equal power with themselves were called first apostles, and after- 
wards Bisnors. Peter, and James, and John, and Matthew, belonged to the first 
twelve apostles. Timothy, and Titus, and Barnabas, and Epaphras, were men 
chosen by the first twelve apostles to be equal with themselves, and were called 
apostles or bishops. 

“The other ministers that these apostles and bishops appointed to preach unde: 
their direction were of two kinds, one called priests, and the other called deacons. 
All these kinds of ministers have been ever since our Saviour’s time. As fast as 
any died, others were appointed in their stead; priests being made bishops to suc 
ceed the bishops that died, and other men being made priests and deacons in thei: 
places, to preach under the direction of the bishops. 

“Tt was to all these ministers that the saying of our Saviour, ‘feed my lambs, 
was spoken. He said it to Peter alone, because Peter was the oldest apostle, and 
the apostles were the highest kind of ministers, but it was meant to be obeyed by 
all the mimsters that were then alive, and all that should be appointed in their 
places, as long as the world should last. All apostles or hisbops, all priests, and all 
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deacons, must ‘feed’ Christ's ‘lambs,’ that is, teach children how to love God and 
te obey him, so that their souls may live tor ever. . 

“ Now you see how my lex! iells you who are your teachers in religion, the shepherds 
that have the care of your souls. ‘Lhe Bisiop i. the head teacher: he is now in the 
place of the aposties. All other ministers, the priests and the deacons, are teachers 
under his directions, and are bound to preach the gospel of Christ, and in pariicular, 
to ‘feed fis lambs,’ by teaching children the religion of Jesus, wherever they ave 
appointed.” 


-an— 
Pro. Epis. Society for the Advancement of Christianity in So. Cg. 


The Treasurer reports :— 

A doonation of $60 from the Ladies Episcopal Society of Edingsville, making 
within the year, the sum of $12U received from this benevolent asssuciation. 

The Librarian reports the following donations to the Library : 

By the Rev. Edward Thomas.—A Comparison of the Institutions of Moses, with 
those of the Hindoos and other Ancient Nations; with remarks on Mr. Dupuis's 
Origin of all Religions, &c. by Joseph Priestly, 8vo. Northumberland, 1799, 

Joannis August Ernesti, Lustitutio [nterpretis Novi Testaweuti, editionem quin- 
tam, suis observationibus auctam curavit « liristoph. Freder. Ammon, 12mo. Lipsie, 
1SUY. 

By Messrs. Swords, Stanford & Co. of New- York.—The Origin, Progress and Ex. 
isttng Circumstances of the London Society, for Promoting Christianity amongst 
the Jews, an Historical Inquiry, by the Rev. H. H. Norris, A. M. 8vo. London 
1825.—Tracts on Baptism, 2 vols. l2mo. 
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EPISCOPAL ACTS. 
ORDINATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. H. U. Onderdonk, Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Pem- 
sylvania.—On Thursday November 7th, 1833, in St. Paul’s Church, Bloomsburgh, 
Mr. George C. Drake, was admitted into the Holy Order of Deacons: and on Fri- 
day November sth, 1833, in Christ Church, Danville, the Rev. Isaac Smith, Dea- 
con, was admitted into the Holy Order of Priests 

By the Kt. Rev. Dr. B. T. Onderdonk, Bishov of the Diocese of New-York.—On 
Thursday October 7th, 1833, in Christ Church, Queen’s County, the Rev. Joseph 
IF. Phillips, Deacon, was admitted into the Holy Order of Priests: and on Sunday, 
November 3d, 1833, in St. Peter’s Chapel, New-York, the Rev. Benjamin J. . 
Haight, Deacon, was admitted into the Holy Order of Priests: and Mr. Archibald 
S. K. M Callum, into that of Deacons; and on Friday, November 8th, 1333, in 
Trinity Church, New-York, the Rey. Richard C. Shimeall, Deacon, was admitted 
into the Holy Order of Priests. 

CONSECRATION OF CHURCHES. 

The following Churches have recently been consecrated to the Christian wor- 
ship of Almighty God. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Mellvaine, Bishop of the Diocese of Ohio —Christ Church 
Windsor, Ashtabula County, October Ist, 1833: and St. James’ Church, Batavia, 
October 3d, 1333. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. H. U. Onderdonk, Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of Penn- 
sylvania.—St James’ Church, West Marlborough, October 11th, 1833. 
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CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER. 


. Advent Sunday. 25. Christmas. 
Second Sunday in Advent. 26. St. Stephen. 


28. Innocents. 


. St. Thomas. . 
29. First Sunday after Christmas. 


. Fourth Sunday in Advent. 


Third Sunday in Advent. | 27. St. John, the Evangelist. 














